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“Where Do Your Thoughts Turn?” 
 
 On that rare occasion when the world around you is 

completely quiet, you have that little slice of time when your 
thoughts aren’t dominated by that mental list of things you have 
to do, your heart is still, your mind is at peace, and you are given 
the opportunity to truly reflect on your life, where do your 
thoughts turn? what do you do? 

 Time and time again, in moments like these, the thoughts of 
the Psalmist turned to God, and on one of those occasions, he 
wrote for us….. “Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make 
known among the nations what he has done.” (Psalm 105:1) In 
Eugene Peterson’s paraphrase of the Bible The Message he 
says it a little differently: “Hallelujah! Thank God! Pray to him by 
name! Tell everyone you meet what he has done! 

 When you read these words, what do you hear? I hear an 
invitation to praise God, to thank God, to talk to God, and then to 
tell others what He has done for me. 

 Sitting in the office today it’s been relatively quiet. I have 
taken the time to praise God, to thank God, and to talk to God. 
And I want to tell you a little about the things He has done for me. 
But, where do I start? 

 He breathed into me the breath of life. He gave me the gift of 
faith. He gave me a wonderful wife and partner to spend my life 
with. He blessed me with two wonderful sons. He gave me faithful 
friends. He led me to the ministry. He led me to Memorial 
Presbyterian Church. And He called me to serve a wonderfully 
diverse flock who truly have a heart for ministry and mission. In 
between these major mentions, He has showered me with 
blessings and graces too numerous to list. 

 In your quiet time, what do you say to God as you praise Him 
and thank Him? What do you point to as you share what God has 
done in your life with others? What do you highlight? 

 Today, find a quiet time and place. Praise God. Thanks 
God. Talk to God. And them find someone with whom you can 
share the wonderful things God has done in your life. 

SESSION NOTES 

Your Session met on Tuesday 
evening October 21, 2008, and 
during the meeting the Elders: 

 
* Approved funding for roof 
repairs over the parlor 
* Reported the public reception 
of Cathy Bowlin, Mary Terry, 
and Helen Jackson on 12/12/08 
* Heard a detailed report of the 
Presbytery meeting of 9/20/08 
* Learned that the Membership 
& Personnel Committee has 
reviewed the church rolls and 
completed employee and staff 
reviews. 
* Heard that our Minutes of  
Session and Church Register 
w e r e  a p p r o v e d  w i t h 
commendation at the Presbytery 
Review on 10/4/08 at West 
Lebanon 
* Approved a Reach-in Reach-
out event on Sunday, 11/2/08 
featuring Jasmine Dowd with 
the YWCA Women’s Program 
following a carry-in dinner. 
 

 
Michael E. Grimes, Clerk of 

Session 
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FOOD PANTRY 
The items especially needed in our 

Food Pantry store for November are: 
Nov. 2   =  Peanut Butter 
Nov. 9   =  Macaroni & Cheese 
Nov. 16  =  Canned Park & Beans 
Nov. 23  =  Canned Green Beans 
Nov. 30  =  Jars of Apple Sauce  
Note:   Would you please check the 

expiration dates on the cans & boxes 
that you donate to our pantry.  It is 
against the law for us to give out 
expired items. 

Thanks to all who helped in our 
Food Pantry in October.  We 
appreciate the 
help with the 
distribution of 
food. 

On Sunday, October 12th, we wel-
comed three new members into the fel-
lowship of Memorial Presbyterian 
Church. 

Cathy Bowlin (the mother of Hillary 
Basden) came to us by letter of transfer 
from Covenant Presbyterian Church. 

Helen Jackson came to us by letter of transfer from First 
Christian Church in Silverton, Oregon. 

Mary Terry came to us by letter of transfer from Hope 
Chapel Presbyterian Church in Lafayette. 

If you don’t know Cathy, Helen, or Mary, please take the 
time to introduce yourself to them on Sunday morning.  That 
way, they’ll know you, too.  We give thanks to God for lead-
ing them to become part of our church family. 

SOUP  &  BREAD 
LUNCHEON & 

“HANGING OF THE 
GREENS”  

Sunday, Novem-
ber 23rd  There 
will be a Soup & 
Bread Lunch after 
the worship service.  
There will be deli-
cious soups and 
most scrumptious 
home-made bread 

for all those who help with decorating our 
beautiful church for the upcoming season 
of  Advent and Christmas.  Come to enjoy 
the food, fun, and fellowship.  We’d love 
to see you there and have your help. 

ARE YOU MISSING ANY OF YOUR DISHES? 
Please pick up dishes, pans, lids, etc. that you may have for-

gotten down in the church kitchen.  There are quite a few down 
there and we need to get them clear them out.  Please pick them 
up TODAY! 

 A Big Thank You to all who helped clean the 
kitchen .  Your work shows and is really appreciated. 

ALSO EVERYONE:  Please, leave the kitchen as clean as 
you find it so that it can stay clean. 

KIDS CLOSET 
     Wow!  What a busy month for Kid’s Closet!  Thank you to 

everyone who donated coats for the coat drive and everyone who 
gave their time and energy volunteering during the month of     
October.  Approximately 55 families, 181 children were helped! 

     Donations of coats are still being accepted, as well as winter 
clothing, sizes newborn through young adult and maternity wear. 

     Kid’s Closet has been increasingly bust, so any volunteers 
would be greatly appreciated.  Please contact me with any ques-
tions.  God bless! 

                         Julie Boles 
Kid’s Closet Sort:   November 10th 

Distribution:   November 29th 
November Coordinator:   Renee Petrie 
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    World Community 
Day  —        
November 7  

“God’s Wisdom Sets Us 
Free” will be celebrated by 
the Church Women United 
on Friday, November 7, 1:30 
pm, at  F irst  United 
Methodist Church, 1700 State Rd. 26, West 
Lafayette. World Community Day is an annual 
event that brings together Protestant, Roman 
Catholic, Orthodox, and other Christian women in 
a common worship experience that focuses on 
issues of peace and justice. It is an opportunity to 
share in projects for our local communities. 

Please plan to attend the Women’s Praise 
Service, planned by the Interpretation of Mission 
Committee, to be held on Sunday, November 16 at 
10:30 am. The THANK OFFERING (including 
health ministries of the PCUSA) will be collected. 

During November the Church Women United 
Organization will collect gifts for the Indiana 
Girls’ School.    Some suggestions for gifts are: 
Candy, stuffed animals, pillows, stationery with 
stamps, cards notepaper, etc., word puzzles, bath 
powder, lotions, facial cleansers, shampoo (trial 
size, plastic), gloves, mittens, hats, scarves, slipper 
socks, socks, inspirational posters, or any 
appropriate small gift item. THINK TEENAGER! 
Cash gifts are used for supplies for worship 
materials, such as music, liturgical dance, ballet 
classes, etc. There is a collection basket in the 
parlor for these items. 

The next meeting of the Dayton Presbyterian 
Women has been changed!! We will meet on 
Wednesday, November 5th, at 7:00 in the church 
basement. We will be doing some preparation for 
the smorgasbord.  Please bring items for the girls’ 
school.  The dedication of officers will be 
rescheduled at a later date. 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO IS 
PARTICIPATING IN THIS YEAR’S 
SMORGASBORD AND BAKE SALE ON 
NOVEMBER 8!  Some say they have already 
prepared CRAFT items in anticipation of the 
bazaar—by all means, please bring them! Hope 
to see everyone there on the 8th.   We’re looking 
forward to a great turnout! 

 

 
 
 
 

Dear Scholarship Committee & Church Family: 
   I just want to say thanks again.  You don’t 

know how much this scholarship means to me and 
my family.  It is a great help with both me and my 
sister going to college at the same time. 

                              Kathryn Phillips 
 

 Dear Church Family: 
    Thank you for all the prayers, concern & cards 
in the loss of my two sisters, Faye Cripe in April 
and Ellen Bolyard in September.  My sincere 
apologies for being so late. 

                              Joy Schwartz 
 

Dear Presbyterian Kids: 
 Jack & I received the pretty card you sent.  We 

greatly appreciate it.   The picture Emelie made 
was very nice.  All of you are a blessing and the 
future looks very bright for our church.  Thanks 
again.  We love you all. 

  Jack & Sarah Norris 

 LAFAYETTE URBAN MINISTRIES 
COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING 

 
The 23rd Annual LUM Community Thanksgiving 

Dinner will be held at Central Presbyterian Church 
on Thanksgiving Day, November 27th from noon to 
2 pm.  Over 750 people will enjoy turkey, dressing, 
mashed potatoes, pie and all the fixings.  But….this 
important community holiday tradition doesn’t just 
happen.  Literally hundreds of volunteers are 
needed as well to set up, prepare the food, greet and 
serve our guests, and especially to help clean up 
after everyone has gone home.  Visit LUM’s web-
site  for opportunities to volunteer or to donate 
food:   www.lafayetteurbanministry.org        Ques-
tions about LUM’S Community Thanksgiving Meal 
should be directed to Rita Tillett  ritatil-
lett@yahoo.com.   We look forward to hearing from 
you! 
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Happy Fall Everyone! 
I am very happy to be teaching the older elementary kids again this year! The new curriculum is awesome and 

has us writing and thinking each class.  We have finished one unit already and it was entitled Call to Freedom 
and Obedience.  We study stories about Moses out of the book Exodus.  We developed a timeline of the high 
lights of Moses life.  Discussed the Commandments and how they are the rules that God gave us to live our 
lives by.  More important we talked about how the Commandments are timeless guidelines and apply just as 
much today as they did in Moses time.  We just started our second unit – Call to Hope.  We learned about 
Deborah, a prophetess who was a judge in Israel.  We have such great kids in our church and it is a pleasure to 
be with them each week and learn from one another by sharing our ideas and thoughts. 

                                   Becki Sprague 

This fall the 2nd & 3rd grade Sunday School class is studying people from the Old Testament.  We’ve studied 
Moses and Deborah and we will finish with Hannah, Samuel, Elijah, Elisha, and Isaiah.  We use costumes, art-
work and word puzzles to learn the material.  We have lots of fun and invite all 2nd & 3rd graders to join us in 
the room at the top of the stairs.   

                           Kathy Shaw 

 
 

 Habitat for Humanity, a wealth building option  
 
 
 
Local Presbyterians are again planning to build a Habitat for Humanity House in 2009.  Plans for the 09 

house were laid out in a previous newsletter article.  Doug Taylor, Executive Director of the Lafayette HFH 
Chapter, informed the Presbyterian steering committee that at the present time HFH is actively seeking 
potential partner families.  Recently several families that have applied for HFH home ownership have been 
rejected from participation due to lack of acceptable credit, employment history, or other indications that 
suggest that they may not be able to pay off the HFH mortgage.  Consequently, houses that are now being 
planned are available to other prospective candidates.  Doug Taylor asked that local churches help make people 
aware that Habitat home ownership may be available to people that we serve in other capacities. 

 
HFH home ownership may be an option for some families who come to the Kids Closet or the Food Pantry.  

Be aware that HFH brochures are available on the church basement bulletin board.  Don’t hesitate to let people 
know that Habitat for Humanity is a real option.  HFH does not just build houses.  It helps people understand 
the meaning and value of home ownership.  Home ownership is for most people the first and most 
significant step to building wealth.  People who come to our church for assistance may be prime candidates 
for taking this first HFH wealth building step.  Many of these families may be paying rent yet could qualify for 
a Habitat House.  Your HFH suggestion to some family could be the best thing that could ever happen for 
that family’s future.  

       Steve Hancook 



��

 MEMORIAL PRESS 

            Plans are underway for Jubilee Christmas 2008. 
 Jubilee Christmas 2008 will be held on Saturday, December 13th at 1:00 P.M.  Please mark your calendars!  

The congregation and friends of Memorial Presbyterian Church have always been very supportive of this 
unique ecumenical mission event that allows hundreds of families with well over one thousand children from 
the Greater Lafayette community to have a more joyful Christmas experience.  We are gearing up for Jubilee 
Christmas 2008, turning our basement into a Toy Shop, and fully anticipating yet another incredibly 
successful event that celebrates family and giving. 

 The tremendous success of this program is due to the generosity of our congregation and friends.  Generous 
donations of time, money, toys, gifts and prayers are essential to a successful Jubilee day.  Due to current 
economic conditions, many families find themselves seeking assistance for the first time.  Our church will 
help by hosting 20 area families this holiday season.  Your assistance is needed to ensure that Jubilee 
Christmas 2008 at Memorial Presbyterian Church is another great success.  Volunteers are needed as hosts/
hostesses, shoppers, greeters, wrappers, set-up, clean up, etc.  If you are available to help, a job is available for 
you (someone fluent in Spanish would be helpful).  If you have not volunteered for Jubilee before, ample 
support and instructions will be provided in all areas.  The rewards are worth your time and effort.   

Please return the volunteer form to the church office or contact Jubilee Chair, Cindy Bull or 
cindy.bull.68@gmail.com  

 Donations of new toys for ages 0 - 12 are needed.  Monetary donations are also welcome to purchase gift 
certificates for teenagers, food certificates, canned hams, additional food items and additional toys.  If you 
wish to purchase toys, please check with Cindy for specific needs. 

 Please be generous and timely in your giving and volunteering as we prepare for Jubilee Christmas 2008.  
Please keep Jubilee Christmas, the volunteers and the guest families in your prayers.  Thank you and God 
bless you and your loved ones during the upcoming holiday season and always! 
 
                       JUBILEE CHRISTMAS NEEDS YOUR HELP!  
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Serve as a Host/Hostess: ________________ Shop for Gifts for door prizes  ________________ 
 

Shop for Gifts for a family:  _____________ Shop for Gifts for individual children:  _________ 
 

Shop for specific clothing items:  _________ Wrap Presents: ____________________________ 
 

Help in Nursery for volunteer’s children during event  ____________________________________ 
 

Assist in set up:  _______________________ Clean up Crew:_____________________________ 
 

Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 
(Please leave completed form in Church Office.      Thank You) 

�����������	������������	������������	������������	�  
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November 
 4 Steve and Cathy Hancook 
 6   Mark & Debra Ward 
23 Bruce and Susan Gibson 
25 Steve and Julie Norris 
 

Our Church Family  

 

November 
1   Christopher Houser 
2 Jack Carson 
2 Tracey Hicks 
3 Jordan Phillips 
4 Frances Dornon 
4   Tom Miller 
5 Cathy Hancook 
5 Barbara Mae Smith 
7 Sally Carlson 
7 Steven Edwards 
7 Fauniel Gard 
8 Stephanie Biery 
9   John Cassady  

9 Susan Gibson 
9 Nancy Grimes 
9 Hunter Hicks 

 9 Jack Norris 
11 Bailey Rosa 
11 John Downham 
12 Ron Miller 
13 Jeanette Gibson 
13 Amy Cooper 
16 Jenny Ashcraft 
16  Logan Cassady 
18 Kim Stegemoller 
18  Brian Alkire 
22 Kathryn Phillips 
25 Pat Biery 
25 Brad Webber 
26 Mike Grimes 
28 Harrison Stegemoller 
29 Hollie Hughes 
30 Stanley Bull 

Our Military Personnel, Brad King, Brent Klink, Mark Hamilton, Nick Reimke, 
Daniel Weesner, and Josh Lyons, Jeremy Kennedy (Fiancé of Caitlin Lane)  … Our 
nation, and its leaders … Judy Swope… Karen Graves, Lola Dixon’s grand-niece … 
Chris Harmon (friend of Brad King) … Jack Hancook …. Denny Michael … 
McKenzie O’Brien, age 3 (friend of Boles family) … Ann Ruble (Bill Edwards’ 
Sister) … Amber Massey (granddaughter of Jack and Darlene Carson) … Bill 
Schwartz (Don Schwartz’s brother), … Jackie Ginther (friends of Joy and Don 
Schwartz) … Bionka Cooper … Julia Yost… Darlene Carson … Carolyn 
Finkenbinder … Russell Lucas … Miriam Woodrow … Cletis Smith (Gene Smith’s 

brother) … Ted Murphy … Seth Mullen (friend of Bailey Rosa) … Mark Hamilton and family … Melissa 
Owens … Tracy Hanephin (Aunt of Rachel Smith) … Majora Odenkirk … Isabelle Kelley (granddaughter of 
Ron & Ivamarie Kelley) … Virginia Smith Huston (LuAlice Huston’s niece) … Clarence Vaughn (Brother-in-
Law of Ben & LuAlice Huston) … Edith Johnson (Esther Miller’s sister) … Linda Duncan and family (friends 
of Jane Coleman) … AJ Marks (friend of the Campbell family) … Lauren Ahlesmyer (friend of Bailey Rosa) 
… Peter Weflen (Hannah Boles teacher’s husband) … Elinor (Cox) DeCamp … the Colemans … Bill Gibson 
… Karlene White (David & Carol Lindemer’s sister-in-law) …  Jerry Oland (Susie Bretz’s uncle) … Cass 
Sterrett (friend of Stan & Carol Bull) … Gary Byrkett … Jim Hensley (Kathy Deckard’s brother-in-law) … 
Ron Gard (Fauniel Gard’s grandson) …  Kennedy Lynn Alkire …  Rex Barnett … Todd Satterfield (friend of 
Cindy & Molly Bull) … Rachel Nevills & family (friends of Bailey Rosa) . . . Chuck Kennedy (future father-
in-law of Caitlin Lane) . . . Don Thompson (brother of Cathy Bowlin)...Gene Coleman (Father of David 
Coleman) … Jeff Watson (brother of Julie Rosa) … Daisy Bennett (Friend of Bailey Rosa) … Sandra Smith 
(Cathy Hancook’s sister)  …  Wabash Community Church 

     Thank You for all the 
cards and prayers during 
the time of our sister’s  
(Maxine Weflin) illness 

and death.  They were all appreciated.       

            Lola Dixon &  Jim Whitlock 
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—Schedules— 
 Church Office Hours - 9 A.M. to 12 Noon, M-F 

 

Worship/Church School Schedule  
8:30 - 9:00 am - Continental Breakfast in the parlor 
 

9:00  - Sunday School for all ages                              
  - opening in the Sanctuary 

 

10:00 am - Fellowship with continental breakfast 
 

10:30 am  - Worship  
      
Nov. Breakfast Host - Nancy & Bill Edwards 
 

November Deacons  November Elders  
Julie Norris, Capt.   Susan Bretz, 
Esther Miller         Communion Prep. 
     Communion Prep.           Joe Pease 
                     Meeting Devotions 

      Youth Praise Choir 
Come join the fun and sing 
with the Youth Praise Choir!  
Open to all grades 2 thru 8.  
Practice schedule: 
    Nov. 4  -   6 to 7 pm 
    Nov. 18  - 6 to 7 pm  

        Sing for Worship on November 23rd. 

Chancel Choir Practice is 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the 

church Sanctuary  
Come join in the fun and 

fellowship!! 
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Come one, Come all to the 2008 Bake Sale (3 pm)  

and Smorgasbord (serving 4:30 to 7:00 pm) 
Saturday, November 8!   Tell your friends and 
neighbors!  Thank you to all who have volunteered to 
help.  

 IF YOU VOLUNTEERED TO BRING A 
SPECIFIC  FOOD ITEM ON YOUR 
VOLUNTEER SHEET OR BY PHONE,  PLEASE 
BRING THAT ITEM BY 2:30 ON   NOV. 8th.  

Call Phyllis if you have a question.  If you would 
like to help, we’ll find a spot for you.  

-Phyllis Hill, Smorgasbord Chair  
The Bake Sale (Beginning at 3:00 PM)  needs  

baked goods and candies and “your specialty.”    We 
want to thank everyone in advance for your donations 
and help with this event. ����

Calling all Moms & Tots!! 
We are starting a new class for 
moms and tots!  Are you a mom 
with an infant or toddler who 
would like to spend a little time 
connecting with other moms?  A 
new class has been created to give 
moms an opportunity to talk 

about ideas, discuss issues, share a devotional, and 
simply enjoy each other’s 
company.  The children 
will also have the chance to 
play and interact with each 
other!  The class will be 
held in the church nursery 
during the Sunday School 
hour, Sundays @ 9:00 am.  
Please come join other 
Moms and their tots for 
fellowship and fun! 

Reach In Reach Out Dinner 
November 2nd at 6 pm 

Did you know the YWCA  pays for cancer & 
mammogram screenings?  Did you know they pro-
vide cell phones (911) free of charge for domestic 
violence victims?  These are just a few of the pro-
grams you can learn about this Sunday at the Reach 
In Reach Out dinner.  Jasmine Dowd will be our 
guest speaker.  Please bring table service and a dish 
to share.  Drinks will be provided by the Fellowship 
Committee.  Hope to see you there.      
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD 
 

There will be a “Soup & Bread” Lunch after church on Sunday, November 23rd  with 
decorating afterwards. 

 
Let us know if you can stay and enjoy lunch, fellowship & fun.  We need to know by 

Sunday, November 16th so that we will know how many to expect for lunch.  We want 
to be sure and have enough for you! 

 
Name ________________________________________ 
 
How Many ____________________________________ 
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 —Worship Schedule—  
 

8:30  –  9 am -  Continental              
                   Breakfast 

9 am  -  Sunday School for all       
ages beginning with opening in 
the Sanctuary. 
10 am  -  Continental Breakfast/  
           Fellowship 
10:30 am   -  Worship 
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