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 Thank You Frank & Laura Smock” 
 

Several months ago, it came to the Session’s 
attention that the handicap ramp and entrance door 
on the northeast side of our facilities were problems. 
The ramp was built prior to the writing of the 
Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA). It’s steeper 
than it should be, and lacks the required flat landings 

at the top and at various intervals. And the door is basically worn out. If you’re 
standing behind a wheel chair and trying to keep it from rolling back down the 
ramp, and then you try to reach over the wheel chair to open the door, it’s very 
difficult, if not dangerous.  So, they asked the Trustees to investigate what it 
would take to correct the problems. 

The Trustees had begun their work when an opportunity fell into my lap.  I 
learned that the Smock Foundation would accept grant proposals from 
Presbyterian congregations in Indiana that would address the needs of 
“seniors.” You may remember that when the new restrooms were built off the 
parlor, it was the Smock Foundation that helped us with that need. 

So, I took the opportunity to the Session and asked if we could submit a 
grant proposal seeking funds to help with the ramp and door issues. And that’s 
exactly what we did.  The Trustees did a wonderful job of getting the required 
bids together. Elder Mike Grimes and I packaged it all up. Then, we drafted a 
letter and along with Bernie Parmely we signed it and sent it off. 

Our proposal included installing a new door that could be operated by 
remote control, and the rebuilding of the ramp in such a way that it would meet 
current ADA requirements. Depending on how elements of the project are 
combined, the total cost would range anywhere from $12,651.79 to $15, 988.  
We noted that we have $872.95 available in our A.D.A.M. Fund for just such a 
purpose, and a willingness to ask the congregation to contribute financially. 

On Monday of last week, I received a letter from the Smock Foundation 
along with a check for $14,500.  Ask Ivamarie -- I was dancing in the office 
(I’ll never make it to Dancing with the Stars)! What a wonderful gift to receive 
from the Foundation Frank and Laura Smock established so long ago. Their 
gift keeps on giving! 

We are going to do everything we can to get this work completed in a timely 
fashion. I don’t know what winter weather will do to us, but I’m hopeful that 
all can be done very soon. Praise God for the wondrous things He is doing in 
our midst! 

SESSION NOTES 

Michael E. Grimes, 
 Clerk of Session 

 
Your Session met on Tuesday 

evening November 18, 2008, and 
during the meeting the Elders: 

· Learned that our church has 
received a large grant from the Smock 
Foundation to help fund renovations to 
the handicap ramp and install a new 
automatic door 

· Read a letter of thanks from the 
Smile Train for our gift of $1,344.06 
on October 15 

· .Heard a detailed report of the 
Presbytery meeting of 11/11/08 

· Approved a new job description 
for the Membership and Personnel 
Committee 

· Received the report of the Budget 
Committee and approved the church 
budget for 2009 

· Noted that there is now an 
Automatic External Defibrillator 
(AED) mounted on the Parlor wall, 
and soon a second one will be installed 
downstairs 

· Received the report of the 
Nominating Committee and scheduled 
a Called Meeting of the Congregation 
following worship on Sunday, 
December 7, 2008 for the purpose of 
hearing the report of the Nominating 
Committee and electing church 
officers for 2009 

 Michael E. Grime, Clerk of          
Session 
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FOOD PANTRY 
    
Because of the increase of people using our food pantry the costs 
are quickly depleting our budget. 
 

We have made the decision to quit buying laundry detergent 
from our budget.  We will make available only food choices for 
the pantry. But, if you would like to donate detergent, you can 
purchase it at Aldi’s or Payless for under $2.50 a bottle.  
 

We are always appreciative of donations of all kinds  —   
especially those you have already 

generously given in the past few months.  Our thanks to everyone who has 
helped this past year in keeping our pantry stocked and open. 

 
     Carol Bull & Carol Frantz 

 

LET’S REMEMBER OUR 
SERVICE PEOPLE IN 
PRAYER & THANKS 

When doing your Christmas cards this year, 
why not take one card and send it to this address: 

     A Recovering American Soldier 
     c/o Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
     6900 Georgia Ave, NW 
     Washington, D.C.  20307-5001 
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To the Youth at Memorial Church: 
     What a joy it was to get your card.  Your  
Teachers have a very special group and I was 
Delighted to get the card.  Thanks so much. 
                                 Sue Alkire    
 
For the Memorial Presbyterian Kids! 
    The light of God’s love shines through you and 

your every kindness.  Thanks so much for thinking 
of me and thank you for the card.  Sincerely with 
love.                     Margaret Grimes    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DINE WITH NINE 
 

Cold weather is here and that usually 
means a lot of time spent indoors and that 
leads to CABIN Fever!  Don’t sit at home 
bored, join the Dine With Nine Club and 
have good food, fun and conversation.  A 
sign-up sheet will be available in the parlor 
for the next few weeks.  Get out your 
favorite recipes so you can share them with 
other members of our church while also 
getting to know each other better. 

    
  Seed Planting Committee 
           

           KIDS CLOSET 
Thank you to all the 
November volunteers! 
We are still accepting 
donations of winter coats, 
all sizes, as well as winter 
clothing, sizes newborn 
through young men’s and 
girls juniors. 
Kids Closet continues to 

be a very busy mission of this church.  There are 
many ways to be involved, such as sorting clothes, 
sorting hangers, laundering clothing, etc.  Please 
call me with any questions or volunteer 
opportunities.  God bless! 

   Julie Boles 
 
December Coordinator:  Tracy Harris 
 
IMPORTANT DATES: 
 

     December Sort - 12/8 10-Noon & 6-8 PM 
     December Distribution - 12/27  9AM - Noon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

MOMS & TOTS 
Moms & Tots meet every 2nd and 4th 

Sunday Morning in the nursery during the 
Sunday School Hour.  Moms enjoy a time of 
fellowship while the little ones play.  Bring 
your little one & come join us at 9AM!. 
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PLEASE HELP US GET IT RIGHT!!!!! 
 
We are in the process of getting a new church directory ready for printing.  Please fill 

out the form below, even if you think that we already have the right information.  All 
addresses, phone numbers, e-mails & cell phone numbers are being checked so that we 
will be up-to-date in our information.  Please drop the completed form in the office or 
collection plate at your earliest convenience with any information that you are 
comfortable with having in our directory.   

 
Name/s:    ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:     ______________________________________    Cell:      ________________________________ 
 
E-Mail     ______________________________________    Work:   ________________________________ 
 
Since we publish Birthdays and Anniversaries in our Newsletter, we would also appreciate your giving us 

those important dates. 
 
Names/Birthdate_________________________________________________________________________ 
Names/Birthdate_________________________________________________________________________ 
Names/Birthdate_________________________________________________________________________ 
Names/Birthdate_________________________________________________________________________ 
Names/Birthdate_________________________________________________________________________ 
Names/Birthdate_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Anniversary Date ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thank you so much for your help with this.  Your input will insure that we publish the correct information in 

our directory and Newsletters.                                
       Thanks. 

INDIANA GIRLS SCHOOL 
Church Women United are accepting gifts for teenagers at the Indiana Girls School through 

December 4th.  Some suggestions for gifts are:  candy, stuffed animals, pillows, stationary or 
note cards with envelopes and stamps, work puzzles, bath powder, lotions, facial cleansers, 
shampoo (trial size in plastic), gloves, mittens, hats, scarves, slipper socks, socks, inspirational 
posters, or any other small item you might think appropriate.  Think TEENAGER!  There is a 
collection box in the parlor for your donated items.                           Thanks so much. 
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
   
  4   Lewis & Donna Beeler 
  6   Roger & Barbara Smith 
  7   Justus & Ginger Hendrickson 
14  Jason & Nina Chism 
17  Michael & Tracey Harris 
23  Tim & Suzanne Fogarty 
24  Jim & Mae Whitlock 
26  Ralph & Diane Achgill 
30    Rob & Nancy Grimes 

Our Church Family  

 

December 
 2   Roy Reid 
 3   John Shaw 
 4   Nathan Franklin 
 5   Evan Lane 
 6   Nicholas Bush 
 6    Justus Hendrickson 
 7    Hannah Boles 
11   Nikki Lee 
11  Ron Spray 
12  Joy Schwartz 
13  Jim Whitlock 
14   Caitlin Lane 
17   Aiden Grimes 

 
 
17  Steve Senasec 
17    Kristin Webber 
18  Travis Gregory 
19  Carol Bull 
22  Lois Campbell 
23  Caitlinn Lineback 
25    Jesus 
26  Bobby Deckard 
28  Chris Arihood 
29  Ginger Hendrickson 
30    Lerry Holladay 
30  Margery Smith 
31  Andrew Mellady 
31    Alyssa Stegemoller 

Our Military Personnel, Brad King, Brent Klink, Mark Hamilton, Nick Reimke, Daniel 
Weesner, and Josh Lyons, Jeremy Kennedy (Fiancé of Caitlin Lane)  … Our nation, 
and its leaders … Judy Swope… Karen Graves, Lola Dixon’s grand-niece … Chris 
Harmon (friend of Brad King) … Jack Hancook …. Denny Michael … McKenzie 
O’Brien, age 3 (friend of Boles family) … Ann Ruble (Bill Edwards’ Sister) … 
Amber Massey (granddaughter of Jack and Darlene Carson) … Bill Schwartz (Don 
Schwartz’s brother), … Jackie Ginther (friends of Joy and Don Schwartz) … Bionka 
Cooper … Julia Yost… Darlene Carson … Carolyn Finkenbinder … Russell Lucas 
… Miriam Woodrow … Cletis Smith (Gene Smith’s brother) … Ted Murphy … 

Seth Mullen (friend of Bailey Rosa) … Mark Hamilton and family … Melissa Owens … Tracy Hanephin 
(Aunt of Rachel Smith) … Majora Odenkirk … Isabelle Kelley (granddaughter of Ron & Ivamarie Kelley) … 
Virginia Smith Huston (LuAlice Huston’s niece) … Clarence Vaughn (Brother-in-Law of Ben & LuAlice 
Huston) … Edith Johnson (Esther Miller’s sister) … Linda Duncan and family (friends of Jane Coleman) … 
AJ Marks (friend of the Campbell family) … Lauren Ahlesmyer (friend of Bailey Rosa) … Peter Weflen 
(Hannah Boles teacher’s husband) … Elinor (Cox) DeCamp … the Colemans … Bill Gibson … Karlene 
White (David & Carol Lindemer’s sister-in-law) …  Jerry Oland (Susie Bretz’s uncle) … Cass Sterrett (friend 
of Stan & Carol Bull) … Gary Byrkett … Jim Hensley (Kathy Deckard’s brother-in-law) … Ron Gard 
(Fauniel Gard’s grandson) …  Kennedy Lynn Alkire …  Rex Barnett … Todd Satterfield (friend of Cindy & 
Molly Bull) … Rachel Nevills & family (friends of Bailey Rosa) . . . Chuck Kennedy (future father-in-law of 
Caitlin Lane) . . . Don Thompson (brother of Cathy Bowlin)...Gene Coleman (Father of David Coleman) … 
Jeff Watson (brother of Julie Rosa) … Daisy Bennett (Friend of Bailey Rosa)  … Sandra Smith (Cathy 
Hancook’s sister) … Wabash Presbyterian Church … Allison Archer (friend of Jessica Bush) … Art Lenig  
(Uncle of Tammy Webber) ... 
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—Schedules— 
 Church Office Hours - 9 A.M. to 12 Noon, M-F 

 

Worship/Church School Schedule  
8:30 - 9:00 am - Continental Breakfast in the parlor 
 

9:00  - Sunday School for all ages                              
  - opening in the Sanctuary 

 

10:00 am - Fellowship with continental breakfast 
 

10:30 am  - Worship  
      
Dec. Breakfast Host -   ???????????????? 
 

December Deacons  December Elders  
Judy K. Ryan, Capt. John Campbell, 
Judy K. Ryan,       Communion Prep. 
     Communion Prep.          John Brand 
                     Meeting Devotions 

Youth Praise Choir 
  We are having a blast singing praises to God! 
December will be an exciting month for Youth 

Praise Choir.  We’ll be preparing a Christmas Anthem 
and going caroling. 

Practice schedule: 
 Tuesday, Dec. 2   6 PM 
 Thursday, Dec. 11 6 PM 
  Sing for Worship 
 Sunday, Dec. 14 10:30 AM    
Youth Praise Choir Caroling Party 
 Friday, December 19th    6 PM to 8 PM                   

 
Chancel Choir Practice is 

Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in 
the church Sanctuary  

Come join in the fun and 
fellowship!! 

            

CHURCH OFFERING ENVELOPES 
      The 2009 Regular Church Offering envelopes are in the parlor.  Please be 

sure to stop and pick them up at your earliest convenience.  If you don’t find your 
name, please let Patty Hicks  (589-3927) or Ivamarie in the office (296-3199) 
know and  we will assign a box to you. 

  
        Join us for the Youth  
       Advent/Christmas Celebration 
 
      Sunday, Dec. 21 at 10:30 am 
 
      The Youth of our church will present the 

         worship service for the morning.  Our  

               theme is Carriers of the Light. 
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                           “What Are We Doing Down There?”                                            Rev. David Lindemer 
 

For some time, I have led the adult Sunday School class that meets in the basement kitchen area on Sunday 
mornings.  I learned a while ago that our class has a name -- we’re the “Sowers” class.  That makes sense in light 
of our congregation’s motto “Sowing the Seeds of Love”.  I like that motto. I’ve always liked that motto.   And I 
dare to say I think God likes it, too.  I think it speaks volumes about how we see ourselves as individuals and as a 
congregation. 

Well, I’m supposed to share with you a little bit about what we do when we’re together on Sunday mornings. 
But, first, I have to say that whenever I am not able to be there, or I’m gone for some reason, we are so blessed to 
have people like Mike Grimes, Rev. Ron Kelley and Lois Campbell who will step in to lead the class.  This is one 
of the things I truly love about serving God in this place.  God has given us people with hearts and voices who 
will say, “Yes,” when a need arises. 

Okay, back to what we’re doing on Sunday mornings.  Have you ever wondered what we’re doing down there 
in the kitchen?  Well, over time we’ve done Bible studies, video based lessons, and lesson series on various 
topics.  For the last several months we’ve been working with a curriculum called  “The Wired Word.”  Every 
Thursday I receive an e-mail that includes a lesson taken right out of the current week’s headlines.  Each 
installment includes biblical commentary and discussion questions related to a topic in the news that week. 

We’ve had lessons about older children being abandoned under Nebraska’s “Safe Haven”  law, medical 
advances making life and death boundaries less certain, the death of comedian George Carlin, ministers breaking 
federal tax laws which prohibit a minister from endorsing a particular candidate from the pulpit, an autistic teen 
being barred from attending church, a church that declined a $600,000 tithe from a lotto winner, and most 
recently how Barack Obama’s election is seen as a milestone in our nation’s history. 

If you drop in to join us,  you don’t have to worry about being “behind” the rest of the class,  because, every 
Sunday it’s something new!  And every Sunday the discussion is lively!  I really hope you will join us.  Oh, by 
the way, you can bring your donut and coffee downstairs with you.  Most of us do. 

   “What Are We doing Up There?”� � � � � ����������
�
   In our Sunday School Class, we have been doing an expository study of 1 & 2 Samuel, and will be doing  
1 & 2 Kings   -  and possibly Chronicles. 
   We are focusing on people, not just the history.  We are discussing how God works with people of little faith, 
no faith, or people who are tossed about in the circumstances at the time.  We apply their ancient experiences to 
our current lives and issues.  We focus on such characters as Samuel, Saul, David, Abigail, Elijah, Solomon, 
Hezekiah, and Elisha.  Some of the key issues discussed include:  Being a person after God’s own heart; how 
people fail in their faith and then respond to failure;  how to select a king (or president) based in biblical 
teaching;  how Bible characters offer us current wisdom on how to live our lives; how God’s grace and  
unconditional love is steadfast even when great patriarchs of the Bible fail Him; how God’s sovereignty is 
absolute, especially as He deals with Israel and Judah and their Kings; do we understand ‘the big picture’ or 
panorama of God’s work and grace in world history and people’s lives; and the significant role of women in the 
Bible. 
   The class is not a lecture.  Participation and exchanging points of view is encouraged.  It is lively discussion 
and the time goes quickly.  I only do about half to two thirds of the talking!!??  All are invited to come anytime�  
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 —Worship Schedule—  
 

8:30  –  9 am -  Continental              
                   Breakfast 

9 am  -  Sunday School for all       
ages beginning with opening in 
the Sanctuary. 
10 am  -  Continental Breakfast/  
           Fellowship 

10:30 am   -  Worship 
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       ADVENT SCHEDULE 

 
        12-07-08  Second Sunday of Advent 
        12-14-08  Third Sunday of Advent 
        12-21-08   Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

          CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 
        12-24-08   7 PM Candlelight Service 
               With Communion 
        12-25-08    Happy Birthday, Jesus 

 
 

HOPE TO SEE YOU HERE FOR THESE JOYFUL CELEBRATIONS  


