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SESSION NOTES 
Your Session met on Tues. 

evening, October 19, 2010, and 
during the meeting the Elders: 

   Reported the death of Lewis 
J. Beeler on 10/16/10 at Clarian 
Arnett Hospital 

   Learned that at the 
Children’s Christmas Program 
on December 19, the Christian 
Education Committee will 
provide a Nativity piece and a 
bag of candy for each student 

   Learned that during Sunday 
School on Nov. 21, classes will 
be making Advent wreaths 

   Learned that the kickoff 
luncheon for Dine with Nine 
went well 

   Learned that a replacement 
basketball goal, donated by the 
Campbell family, has been 
refurbished and installed by 
Donnie Boles and a new basket-
ball was purchased for the 
Youth Group 

   Learned that the seven 
Confirmation Class students met 
for their first class with Pastor 
Dave on Oct.10 and would meet 
again on Oct. 24 and the topic 
would be “Who is Jesus?”. 

   Learned that while Pastor 
Dave is on vacation Oct. 25-30, 
if needed, Lay Pastor Rick Ryan 
would be available Oct. 25-26 
and Rev. Ron Kelley would be 
available Oct. 27-30. 

 Marilyn M. Yoder, 
 Asst. Clerk of Session 
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Dear Friends: 
   One Sunday, several year ago, someone spoke up during the prayers and 
raised a prayer of thanksgiving that caused all of us to chuckle.  Her prayer 
was to thank God for reminding us to be thankful for all of the little things 
that we mostly forget to be thankful for.  I’ve found myself thinking about 
that prayer recently and about how right she is and about how important and 
profound that prayer really was. 
   Have you ever noticed that when people say “Oh!  Be realistic!”, they 
mean “Stop being so positive!” or “Look on the dark side!”  No one ever 
says “Oh, be realistic!” to someone who is being negative or pessimistic.  It 
is almost as if there is some community consensus that “reality” is dark, 
dangerous, and depressing and that anyone who experiences something 
different is living in some kind of self-deluding fantasy. 
   Well, allow me to dissent from this consensus.  As one who has lived with 
and managed chronic depression for at least the last 25 years, I am uniquely 
qualified to testify that the dark and pessimistic view of the world is just as 
likely (and probably more likely) to be fantasy as the positive view is.  In 
dealing with my own depression and with that of others I have discovered 
that I cannot always trust my impressions about reality.  In order to be 
“realistic” I have to consciously and intentionally take inventory of the facts.  
People have a tendency to see what we want or expect to see and to ignore 
any evidence that does not support our expectations.  Consequently, if I am 
depressed or if I am just a little bit overwhelmed by events, of if I am an 
incurable curmudgeon* I will tend to notice the bad stuff and miss the good 
stuff.  It’s not necessarily reality - its just the part of reality I am prepared to 
see. 
   A useful antidote to this tendency is the practice (or discipline) of gratitude. 
Our mothers called it “counting your blessings” and if you are like me you 
found that advice annoying since it interrupted the very satisfying process of 
feeling sorry for yourself, but all of that notwithstanding, she was right.  
Even in the worst of situations and the most difficult of times, there are a 
multitude of small mercies and minor miracles surrounding us and offering 
the strength to get through.  The glory of a sunrise that only you see because 
       (Continued on page 6) 
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FOOD PANTRY - September 
          We served 13 families 

totaling 62 people.  That was 
twice the amount of families that 
we had in August.  With State 
Road 38 opening again we feel 
sure that the people coming will 
increase greatly. 

 Thanks to all who continue 
to donate food, money and time to 
keep our pantry open. 
 Helpers are always needed 
on Fridays, 9:00 am - 11:00 am.  
A sign-up sheet is in the parlor.  If 
you have any questions, please 
call Carol Frantz. 

 

KIDS CLOSET 
In all this I have given you an example that by such 

work we must support the weak, remembering the 
words of the Lord Jesus, for He Himself said, “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.” 

     Thank you so much to all our October 
helpers and to everyone who graciously 
donated coats for the Coat Give-Away!  
We were able to supply 65 children with 
winter coats this year!!! ( 17 families  

attended!)  A total of 215 coats were donated.  We 
believe the count was down this year because people 
did not know the road was open. 

    We will continue to accept new or gently used 
children’s WINTER clothing, sizes newborn through 
teen sizes & maternity wear.   

  Currently, we are having difficulty keeping up 
with the many donations coming in and could really 
use some help.  If you have a couple hours a month 
you could give, it would be much appreciated.  
Please call Julie with questions. 

        Kid’s Closet Sort:  November 8th 
10pm - Noon  &  6 - 8 pm 

Distribution & Sort :  November 20th 
                            9am - Noon 

  This will be the last  
Distribution of the year  

because of the  
holidays. 

 

        ** PLEASE NOTE ** 
   Change of Distribution & Sort  

         Day in November.     
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The dinner will be held at Central Presbyte-
rian Church on Thanksgiving Day, Novem-

ber 25th from noon to 2 pm.  They are 
planning for more than 1,000 people 
to enjoy turkey, dressing, mashed po-

tatoes, pie and all the fix-
ings.  But….this important 
community holiday tradi-
tion doesn’t just happen.  
Literally hundreds of volun-
teers are needed as well to 
set up, prepare the food, greet and serve our 
guests, and especially to help clean 
up after everyone has gone home.   
Visit LUM’s website  for opportu-
nities to volunteer or to donate 
food at:   www.lafayetteurbanministry.org      
 We look forward to hearing from you! 

LAFAYETTE URBAN MINISTRIES  

PASTOR DAVE ON  VACATION….. 
Pastor Dave will be on vacation 

starting on 11-22nd.  Without any 
unavoidable changes, he will be 
returning on 11-30th.  If you have 
anything that needs attention, please 
call Rev. Ron Kelley in Pastor Dave’s 
absence.  
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Staying in the Word Together November 2010 
 

Join Christians throughout North America as they read together – each Sunday – the scriptures for the 
week.  Known as the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL), the collections of readings is organized so 
that after a three year cycle, members of churches will have read through the majority of the Bible.  In 
our church, our Sunday school curriculum follows the RCL. 

As a church and denomination, we use the RCL and provide these to the pastors for direction on the 
order of worship and for guidance in Christian Education. A guest pastor may choose not to use the 
scriptures, but we are providing them to the congregation as a means of Staying in the Word Together.  
Traditionally, there will be an Old Testament, Psalm New Testament and Gospel reading.  For 
additional readings go to http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/.   

 
Scriptures for the month for November – including All Saints Day 

 
 

Season after 
Pentecost 
Year C 

First* reading 
and Psalm  

Alternate* 
First reading 
and Psalm  

Second 
reading  

Gospel  

Proper 26 (31)  
Twenty-Third Sunday 
after Pentecost 
October 31, 2010�

All Saints/
Reformation Sunday 

Habakkuk 1:1-
4; 2:1-4 
Psalm 119:137-
144 

Isaiah 1:10-18 
 
Psalm 32:1-7 

2 Thessalonians 
1:1-4, 11-12 

Luke 19:1-10 

Proper 27 (32)  
Twenty-Fourth 
Sunday after 
Pentecost 
November 7, 2010 

Haggai 1:15b-
2:9 
Psalm 145:1-5, 
17-21 
or  Psalm 98 

Job 19:23-27a 
 
Psalm 17:1-9 

2 Thessalonians 
2:1-5, 13-17 

Luke 20:27-38 

Proper 28 (33)  
Twenty-Fifth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
November 14, 2010 

Isaiah 65:17-25 
 
Isaiah 12 ** 

Malachi 4:1-2a 
 
Psalm 98 

2 Thessalonians 
3:6-13 

Luke 21:5-19 

Reign of Christ -  
Proper 29 (34)  
Twenty-Sixth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
November 21, 2010 

Jeremiah 23:1-
6 
 
Luke 1:68-79 ** 

Jeremiah 23:1-
6 
 
Psalm 46 

Colossians 
1:11-20 

Luke 23:33-43 

First Sunday of 
Advent  
November 28, 2010 

Isaiah 2:1-5 Psalm 122 Romans 13:11-
14 

Matthew 24:36-
44 

Second Sunday of 
Advent  
December 5, 2010 

Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalm 72:1-7, 
18-19 

Romans 15:4-13 Matthew 3:1-12 
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Chancel Choir Practice is Thursday 
evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the church 

Sanctuary.  Help us make joyful praise 
to the Lord.  

Come join in the fun!!   

Dear Dayton Church Family 
     & Scholarship Committee: 
    Thank you so much for  
awarding us with the church  
scholarships.  It means a great deal to us 
both.  It certainly helps us with book and 

tuition.  Your generosity was greatly 
appreciated.     Thank you Again, 
  Timmy & Taylor Fogarty  

Stewardship and Finance – Capital Improvement Fund 
 

   As a committee that is responsible for the economic welfare of the Church, we have 
been wondering how we could bring you up-to-date on the capital improvement fund and 
the pledges that had been made towards it.  

   For our newer members, the Church made major improvements to the building, most 
visible in the parlor area in 2007. The funds for those improvements came from monies 
that were the result of selling the old manse. These were designated New Covenant Funds 
and initially thought to be used for the housing allowance of the minister. Subsequently, 
housing for the pastor became a line item in our yearly budget and those monies were 
used to pay for the remodeling.  

   The Session and Congregation decided to set up a 10-year plan to payback those 
funds. The congregation was given the opportunity to pledge to cover the capital 
improvements over that period of time. As funds come in on those pledges, the New 
Covenant Funds are replenished.  

   If you are a new member and would like to pledge to support this project or if you 
pledged and would like a reminder, please contact Patty Hicks.   

    We hope that this provides important information for the continued mission of this 
Church.   Stewardship and Finance Committee 

Rick Ryan, Chairperson 

100th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
On November 4th: Frances Dornan will be 100!  
Send cards to: 2562 Pierce Court #428, Sioux City, 

In October we have been 
remembering in prayer for illness: 
Ben Huston, Darlene Carson, Julia 
Yost, Rita Hicks, Marjorie Odenkirk, 

Ron Gard, Rita Lane (former member) & 
Harlan Taylor.  We also are keeping the 
families of Jon Grimes, Wes Shaw, Cathy 
Hancook, Jim & Mae Whitlock, Susie Gibson, 
John Downham & the Beeler’s with the recent 
loss of a family member. 

Thank you for all the cards and the 
flowers and prayers that I received while I 
was in the hospital.  I really appreciate your 
thoughtfulness.                Darlene Carson 



 
 

Plans are underway for Jubilee Christmas 2010 on December 11th 
 

Jubilee Christmas 2010 will be held on Saturday, December 11th at 1:00 P.M.  Please mark your 
calendars!  The congregation and friends of Memorial Presbyterian Church have always been very 
supportive of this unique mission event that allows hundreds of families with well over one thousand 
children from the Greater Lafayette community to have a more joyful Christmas experience.  We are 
gearing up for Jubilee Christmas 2010, turning our basement into a Toy Shop, and fully anticipating 
yet another incredibly successful event that celebrates family and giving.  

The tremendous success of this program is due to the generosity of our congregation and 
friends.  Generous donations of time, money, toys, gifts and prayers are essential to a successful 
Jubilee day.  Due to current economic conditions, many families find themselves seeking assistance 
for the first time.  Our church will help by hosting 20 area families this holiday season.  Your 
assistance is needed to ensure that Jubilee Christmas 2010 at Memorial Presbyterian Church is 
another great success. 

Volunteers are needed as hosts/hostesses, shoppers, greeters, wrappers, set-up, clean up, etc.  If you 
are available to help, a job is available for you (someone fluent in Spanish would be helpful).  If you 
have not volunteered for Jubilee before, ample support and instructions will be provided in all 
areas.  The rewards are worth your time and effort. 

Please return the volunteer form to the church office or contact Jubilee Chair:      Cindy Bull  
Donations of new toys for ages 0 – 12 are needed.  Monetary donations are also needed to purchase 

gift certificates for teenagers, food certificates, canned hams, additional food items and additional 
toys.  If you wish to purchase toys, please check with Cindy for specific needs.  The gift tag tree will 
be up by November 21st for you to pick your preference from. 

Please be generous and timely in your giving and volunteering as we prepare for Jubilee 
Christmas 2010.  Please keep Jubilee Christmas, the volunteers and the guest families in your 
prayers.   

Thank you & God bless you & your loved ones during the upcoming holiday season & always!  

JUBILEE CHRISTMAS NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
 

I would like to help with JUBILEE CHRISTMAS in the fol lowing ways):   
(You may mark more than one!)  

 

Serve as a Host/Hostess: _________                       Shop for Gifts for a family: ________ 
 

Shop for Gifts for individual children: ________   Shop for Gifts for door prizes: ________  
 

Shop for specific clothing items:  ________           Wrap Presents: _______  
 

Help in Nursery for volunteer’s children during event & Assist in set up:         ________ 
 

Clean up Crew:_______                  Provide cookies/brownies: ____________  
 

Name:               Phone: ___________________  

             (Please leave completed form in Church Office. Thank you!)      
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Join Us For 

Advent Celebration Sunday 

Sunday, Nov. 21 
 

 

What is it?:   This is a time for our church to prepare for the season of Advent in 
preparation for  Christmas 

What we will do?: During our regular Sunday School time, we will have an 
intergenerational Sunday School (preschool-adult).  Everyone will 
make an advent wreath and receive a set of devotions for lighting 
their wreath at home. 

After Church:  We will have a soup and bread luncheon prior to the Hanging of 
the Greens. 

Hanging of the Greens: This is a time when our church family prepares the church 
building for the season of Advent and Christmas with garland, 
trees, and crèches.  

(Continued from Page 1) 
you got up before dawn to worry - the giggle of a small child - a loved one’s  embrace - a lover’s 
caress - a friend’s phone call - the first crocus - a stupid joke at the breakfast table - enough to eat - 
a warm place to sleep on a cold rainy November night. 
   I don’t offer this spiritual discipline as a cure for depression (though I have found it to be a useful 
tool in its management) and I am not proposing that you become an irritating Pollyanna who is 
oblivious to real problems.  I just want to recommend the discipline of gratitude during this 
traditional time of thanksgiving as a way to stay alert to the all-the-time-goodness of God and as an 
aide in your efforts to “be realistic”. 
    Happy Thanksgiving.   Pastor Dave 

Please see Page 10 about reservations. 
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JUNIOR HIGH SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 
The Hebrews History, the Torah, the Old Testament 

 

 Who is God?  Is God someone in the sky with a long white robe and beard?  Did God sit 
down and draw plans for the universe or did God think it up and then just do it?  Did God make us 
in His own physical or spiritual image?  There’s so much to think about.  As our class travels 
through Genesis, we’ve discussed these questions about God. 

 Continuing on our journey through the book of Genesis, we’ve talked about Adam and Eve, 
Cain and Abel, Methuselah, Noah and the rainbow with a promise, and the Tower of Babel with all 
the confusion.  We’re now learning about the life and times of Father Abraham, the first of the three 
patriarchs, and his covenant with God.  God had a plan for Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar.  In addition 
to God’s plan, their stories also include the importance of birthright and the culture of the people in 
that area.  It has been very interesting learning the lifestyles of the people we read about so often, 
and it multiplies the lessons we can learn from their stories. 

 In the end, the lives and lessons we learn from Genesis are not only God’s plan, but the 
beginning of God’s plan.  It is a testament that the Old Testament is still teaching us to trust in God 
even after thousands of years.  The heroes and heroines of the Bible trust in God.  We should too. 

       Jon Grimes 

    

                 WORLD  COMMUNITY  DAY  2010 
           Building the beloved Community 

     
     Friday, November 5th, 2010  @  1:30 pm 
         At the Dayton United Methodist Church 
 
 
If evolution were true, mothers   When you’re down to nothing, 
Would have more than 2 hands.                          God is up to something. 
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November 
4 Steve and Cathy Hancook 
 6   Mark & Debra Ward 
23 Bruce and Susan Gibson 
25 Steve and Julie Norris 

 
 
 

 
Nov. Breakfast Host -    Cindy Bull  

 

November Deacons  November Elders  
Judy Ryan, Capt. &    Kathy Deckard,   

  Communion Prep      Communion Prep. 
Cathy Bowlin       Rick Ryan,  
     Devotions 

Our Church Family  

November 
1   Christopher Houser 
2 Jack Carson 
2 Tracey Hicks 
3 Jordan Phillips 
4 Frances Dornon 
4   Tom Miller 
5 Cathy Hancook 
7 Sally Carlson 
7 Steven Edwards 
7 Fauniel Gard 
8 Stephanie Biery 
9   John Cassady  
9 Susan Gibson 
9 Nancy Grimes 
9 Hunter Hicks 

 9 Jack Norris 
 

 

11 Bailey Rosa 
11 John Downham 
12 Ron Miller 
13 Jeanette Gibson 
13 Amy Hicks 
16 Jenny Ashcraft 
16  Logan Cassady 
18  Brian Alkire 
22 Kathryn Phillips 
22  Bailey Sprague 
25 Pat Biery 
25 Brad Webber 
26 Mike Grimes 
29 Hollie Hughes 
30 Stanley Bull 
30  Thomas Hicks 

Our Military, our nation & leaders; persecuted Christians; people locally & nationally in 
need; Victims of Domestic Violence; Darlene Carson, Julia Yost, Carolyn Finkenbinder, 
Russell Lucas, Miriam Woodrow, Cletis Smith (B/Gene Smith), Ted Murphy, Majora 
Odenkirk, Isabelle Kelley (grdtr/Ron & Ivamarie Kelley), Bill Gibson, Rex & Betty 
Barnett, Gene Coleman (F of David Coleman), Don Thompson (B of Cathy Bowlin), 

Larry Hyser (Friend/ Mike/Jon Grimes), Alex Jones (Grdson of Susan Clawson’s, Shelley Abney 
(Niece/Kathy Deckard), Bill & Dorothy Wolf (Grpts/Patricia Perry),  Rita Hicks,    Kathy Basden 
(Scott Basden’s Step-Mother); Ben Huston; Family of Cathy Hancook; Don Wallace; Rev. Jim 
Watson; Jackie Ginther (Niece/Joy Schwartz); Jim Young (S-I-L of Joy & Don Schwartz); Mike 
VanAere (Nephew/Don Schwartz); Kate Martin (Niece/Joy Schwartz); John & Roberta Kealey (S & 
B-I-L/Ivamarie Kelley); Chris Crew; Bob & Bobbie Nichols; Family of Wes Shaw; Brewer Family 
(Friends of Judy & Lynn Ryan); Grace Deel (S/John Downham); Family of Lewis Beeler;  

Church Office Hours:   
    Pastor Dave Comstock, IP 

 9 am to 4:30 pm on M to W & can 
be reached anytime @  317-506-8184 
Secretary’s Hrs:  9 am to Noon, M-F 

Worship/Church School Schedule  
8:30 - 9:00 am - Cont. Breakfast  
9:00  - Sunday School for all ages                              

  - Opening in the Sanctuary 
10:00 am - Continental breakfast 
10:30 am  - Worship w/ Pastor Dave 
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Come one, Come all to the 2010 Bake Sale 

(3 pm) and Smorgasbord (serving 4:30 to 
7:00 pm) Saturday, November 7!   Tell your 
friends and neighbors!  Thank you to all who 
have volunteered to help.  

 IF YOU VOLUNTEERED TO BRING A 
SPECIFIC FOOD ITEM ON YOUR 
VOLUNTEER SHEET OR BY PHONE,  
PLEASE BRING THAT ITEM BY 

    2:30 ON   NOV. 7th.  
Call Phyllis if you have a question.  If you 

would like to help, we’ll find a spot for you.  
 -Phyllis Hill, Smorgasbord Chair  
The Bake Sale (Beginning at 3:00 PM)  

needs  baked goods and candies and “your 
specialty.”    We want to thank everyone in 
advance for your donations and help with this 
event. ����

    YOUTH GROUP 
 

     Thank you!  Our 
youth is very blessed to 
have the support of this 
church and this 

congregation!  We had a record number of 
walkers participating in the Hunger Hike 
and we raised a record amount of money 
for our Dayton Food Pantry.  Thank you to 
everyone who walked and especially to 
everyone who donated money!  Also, 
thank you to all of our kids that 
participated in the congregational 
survey...your opinion matters and I 
appreciate you taking the time to help with 
our search for a new pastor. 
     We have lots of important events 
coming up so mark your calendars!  
October 24th instead of having Evening 
Praise Worship, we met at Exploration 
Acres!  We met in the parking lot at 5 pm.  
We dressed for the weather and had a 
wonderful time with our flash lights going 
through the maze.  Some families joined 
us. 
     Saturday, November 6th we need youth 
volunteers to work the dining room at the 
Smorgasbord.  Please see Jane, Becki or 
Hillary if you are available to help.  
Sunday, November  21st we will help with 
Hanging of the Greens.  No evening praise 
service on November 28th.  Saturday, 
December 11th is Christmas Jubilee…. 
We need volunteers to help wrap gifts.  
Sunday, December 19th is the Christmas 
Program during worship and our annual 
Youth Group Christmas party and gag gift 
exchange in the basement after worship. 
     Again, thanks for all of your hard work 
and support!  I look forward to this busy 
holiday season.  God bless. 
  Hillary  
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THIS YEAR THE 
CHILDREN’S 
CHRISTMAS 

PROGRAM IS ON 
DECEMBER 19th 
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21st 
 

There will be a “Soup & Bread” Lunch after church on Sunday, November 21st  with 
decorating afterwards. 

 
Let us know if you can stay and enjoy lunch, fellowship & fun.  We need to know by 

Sunday, November 14th so that we will know how many to expect for lunch.  We want 
to be sure and have enough for you! 

 
Name ________________________________________ 
 
How Many ____________________________________ 
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 —Worship Schedule—  
8:30  –  9 am -  Continental              

                   Breakfast 
9 am  -  Sunday School for all       
ages beginning with opening in 
the Sanctuary. 
10 am  -  Continental Breakfast/  
           Fellowship 
10:30 am   -  Worship w/ Pastor 
  Dave Comstock, IP 
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