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SESSION NOTES 

Your Session met on Tuesday 
evening November 16, 2010, & 
during the meeting the Elders: 
….Learned that we will soon be 
recording our worship services 
on compact disks 
….Decided that, due to the size 
of the tree & power 
requirements, we would not be 
hosting the Community 
Christmas Tree Lighting this 
year 
….Approved the Core Story 
composed by the Mission Study 
Task Force 
….Approved a request to the 
Presbytery to allow us to elect a 
Pastor Nominating Committee 
….Scheduled a Called Meeting 
of the Congregation on 12-12-10 
for the purpose of electing an 
Elder to fill a one-year term and 
to elect a Pastor Nominating 
Committee 
....Scheduled the Ordination and 
Installation of Elders & Deacons 
on January 16, 2011 
….Approved holding the Annual 
Meeting of the Congregation & 
Corp. following worship on 
Sunday, January 30, 2011  
             Michael E. Grimes,                            

  Clerk of Session  
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Dear Friends, 

I have in recent years become a collector of crèches.  At last count 
we had 15.  These range from really tiny ones that would fit nicely 
inside the lid to a peanut butter jar to ones that require an entire 
tabletop to be admired.  They come from all over the world.  Some are 
unglazed pottery and some are brightly colored.  Some are wood, 
some tin, some ebony, some plastic.  I like having them around my 
house during Advent because they remind me that all over the world 
there are Christian folks who are thinking about that night in 
Bethlehem such a long time ago.  It’s good to think about that during 
the season of Advent – the season of waiting, preparation, and 
repentance. 

When your crèche comes out of its box this year (maybe its already 
out) find a minute or two to sit and think about who’s in there and 
who is not.  The baby Jesus of course isn’t there yet (at our house all 
the babies Jesus are hidden away until Christmas Eve).  Caesar 
Augustus isn’t there, he’s busy emperoring in Rome.  King Herod 
isn’t there, he’s spending all of his time finding new ways to toady up 
to the Romans.  The rich folk are fully occupied managing their 
investments,  The merchant class is doing year-end inventory.  The 
priests are busy planning worship and doing sacrifices and what not.  
Soldiers and police are not there because this whole census thing has 
made a snarl of traffic in Bethlehem and somebody needs to sort it 
out.  The Inn-keeper and his wife aren’t there because they have a 
houseful of guests to take care of and can’t spare even a minute to run 
out back and see what is going on there. 

So who IS there in that crèche of yours?  Well, if yours is like mine 
there are the Shepherds, the three Wisemen (or as one of my kids said 
when he was really little – the three wiseguys), Mary, Joseph, the 
animals, and the angels. 

So what do all of these have in common?  Why are they there and 
not others?  Well,  in short, these are the ones that didn’t have 
something else to do and who by their nature or their circumstance 
had time to listen and pay attention.       (Cont. on page 2) 
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FOOD PANTRY 
   Thanks to all who helped in any way with the Food 
Pantry this past month. 
    Our number of people coming for assistance was very low 
but with the roads now open we expect a lot more people.  
We had 11 families totaling 47 
people in October.  
 Help is always needed on 
Friday mornings so if you can give 
2 hours of your time, Please sign   
up in the parlor.       Thanks so 

much. 

The shepherd’s job includes long hours but there are long stretches of time when they are not 
chasing away wolves or pulling lambs out of pricker bushes - time to sit and look at the sky, to listen 
to the crickets,  to feel the breeze on their faces, and to notice when they are surrounded by angels 
who are singing glory to God and telling them where to go if they want to see something really cool. 

The three wisemen were astrologers and astronomers (those two fields had not yet divided and gone 
their separate ways)  It was their calling to spend long hours watching the sky looking for unusual 
alignments and interesting events.  It was also in their job description to look for signs and portents, to 
read religious texts and to ask questions like, “Gosh, I wonder where the Messiah is supposed to be 
born!” 

The angels were created by God to pay attention to what he is doing and it is their job to praise and 
worship and glorify him for it. 

The animal’s of course don’t have job descriptions.  They just stand around eating and waiting for 
the next thing to happen.  It is their nature to take life one minute at a time and to take it the way it 
comes. 

Mary and Joseph had been tipped off ahead of time by the angels and knew exactly what was about 
to happen and why.  And in Mary’s case she had no choice, she was absolutely going to be present 
when things started to happen. 

The thing that all of those present at the birth of the Messiah had in common was that they were the 
kind of people (and animals and celestial beings) who knew how to stop, take a deep breath and pay 
attention to what was going on around them.  They weren’t going a million directions at a million 
miles an hour.  They weren’t so preoccupied with their own agendas that they were oblivious to the 
unfolding of God’s agenda.  What can I say? When the Christ child came… they noticed. 

The reason that the Church celebrates Advent during December rather than “Christmas Shopping 
Season” is so that you can take a few minutes here and there to take a breath and listen for angel 
voices and notice when Christ is being born in your heart.  So, climb into your Creche this year (yes, 
there IS room) – join the one’s who are already gathered there – The one’s who aren’t going to miss 
the big event when it happens! 

     Happy Advent and Merry Christmas, 
       Pastor Dave 
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Staying in the Word Together - December 
Join Christians throughout North America as they read together – each Sunday – the scriptures for 

the week.  Known as the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL), the collections of readings is organized 
so that after a three year cycle, members of churches will have read through the majority of the Bible.  
In our church, our Sunday school curriculum follows the RCL. 

As a church and denomination, we use the RCL and provide these to the pastors for direction on the 
order of worship and for guidance in Christian Education. A guest pastor may choose not to use the 
scriptures, but we are providing them to the congregation as a means of Staying in the Word 
Together.  Traditionally, there will be an Old Testament, Psalm New Testament and Gospel reading.  
For additional readings go to http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/.   

Advent/Christmas 
Year A 

First* reading 
and Psalm 

Alternate* 
First reading 
and Psalm 

Second reading Gospel 

Second Sunday of 
Advent 
December 5, 2010 

Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalm 72:1-7, 
18-19 

Romans 15:4-13 Matthew 3:1-
12 

Third Sunday of 
Advent 
December 12, 2010 

Isaiah 35:1-10 Psalm 146:5-10 
or 
Luke 1:46b-55 

James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2-
11 

Fourth Sunday of 
Advent 
December 19, 2010 

Isaiah 7:10-16 Psalm 80:1-7, 
17-19 

Romans 1:1-7 Matthew 1:18-
25 

Nativity of the Lord 
- Proper I 
December 24 & 25, 
2010 

Isaiah 9:2-7 Psalm 96 Titus 2:11-14 Luke 2:1-14, 
(15-20) 

First Sunday after 
Christmas Day 
December 26, 2010 

Isaiah 63:7-9 Psalm 148 Hebrews 2:10-
18 

Matthew 2:13-
23 

Second Sunday 
after Christmas 
Day 
January 2, 2011 

Jeremiah 31:7-
14 
or 
Sirach 24:1-12 

Psalm 147:12-
20 
or 
Wisdom of 
Solomon 10:15-
21 

Ephesians 1:3-
14 

John 1:(1-9), 
10-18 
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KID’S  CLOSET 
GOD IS SO GOOD!!! 

What a busy time for Kid’s Closet.  In just the last two 
months, we have helped close to 250 children with clothing 
and coats!!!  A huge “THANK YOU” to all of our 
volunteers who have helped in so many ways! 
We continue to accept new or gently used children’s 
WINTER clothing, sizes newborn through teen sizes and 

maternity wear. 
Kid’s Closet will not be open during the month of December, however, if you have the time or 

desire to sort clothing before the scheduled January sort, please let us know.  With any questions or 
volunteer opportunities, please contact Julie. 

If you haven’t experienced our Kid’s Closet mission, please consider it.  A new volunteer, after 
helping for the first time at a Kid’s Closet Give-Away said, “I felt like I got more than I gave”.  What 
a blessing and a joy!    God bless, 

       Kid’s Closet Committee 

NO DECMEBER SORT OR DISTRIBUTION 
 NEXT SORT:  JANUARY 10, 2011   (10 AM - NOON   &    6 PM - 8 PM)          

   
 BIBLE  STUDY 

         AT  NOON  ON 
         WEDNESDAYS 

 

 
There is a Brown Bag Bible study at Noon 

on Wednesdays.  We are studying the book of 
Matthew.  We are now on Chapter 28.  There 
is lots and room and we would love to have 
you join us.   Bring a light lunch and come for 
an hour to learn more about our wonderful 
Savior & Friend.             

   Ron Kelley 
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  CHURCH OFFERING ENVELOPES 
         The 2011 Regular Church Offering envelopes are in the parlor.  Please be  

   sure to stop and pick them up at your earliest convenience.  If you don’t find 
   your name and want envelopes, please let Patty Hicks or Ivamarie in  
 the office (296-3199) know and  we will assign an envelope number to you. 
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    YOUTH GROUP  
   This time of year gets so hectic!!  We have a lot going on so mark your calendars for 
our upcoming events!  December 5th we are going shopping after worship for Jubilee 
Christmas.  Please plan to stay after church...we will eat lunch and then we will put our 
elf hats on and go shopping for the kids in our community.  December 11th we need all 

the help we can get for Jubilee Christmas.  The Youth Group will be wrapping gifts and we need as 
many helpers as we can get!  So, if you are free on Saturday the 11th please plan on joining us for a 
few hours to make Christmas bright!  December 19th is our annual Christmas Program.  The younger 
kids will be doing the play/sermon but the Junior and Senior high is responsible for the rest of the 
service.  After worship on the 19th we will have our annual youth group Christmas party and gag gift 
exchange.  Join us in the basement after worship for some food, fun & laughs as we exchange gag 
gifts.  Please bring a gag gift (limit of $5.00 please).  Take care and please take a minute during this 
holiday season to remember why we celebrate Christmas.  God bless.  Hillary 

    SENIOR HIGH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
   Our Senior High Sunday School class has a diverse group of people and 

discussion topics each week.  We do not currently follow any one curriculum. 
Rather, we discuss current events and how we see God working in our lives, 
our church, our schools and our community.  We sometimes use the Wired 
Word series to lead our discussions, and sometimes we use various devotionals.  
From the outside looking in we may appear to be a disorganized group, but 
truly we are the people of God trying to be the hands and feet of God.  We strive to be authentic 
Christians and to live our faith out loud.  We have a variety of teachers who help, including Jane 
Coleman and myself as well as Joe Pease and Becki Sprague.  We continue to lift up each other and 
our church as well.  If you have a free Sunday, we invite you to join us and see what our teenagers are 
up to…… I think you will be pleasantly surprised.  Our kids are thoughtful and kind and generous 
with their time, talents and money.  These kids are a pleasure to be around.  They will challenge you 
and frustrate you at times but mostly they will make you smile and laugh.  These kids are a blessing to 
me, to this church and to this community.  Take a minute to get to know one of them...the Senior High 
School Class AWESOME.    Hillary    
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  6   Roger & Barbara Smith 
14  Jason & Nina Chism 
17  Michael & Tracey Harris 
23  Tim & Suzanne Fogarty  
24  Jim & Mae Whitlock 
26  Ralph & Diane Achgill 
30   Rob & Nancy Grimes     

Our Church Family  

   
  2   Roy Reid 
  3   John W. Shaw 
  4   Nathan Franklin?? 
  4   Ben Petrie 
  5   Evan Lane 
  6   Nicholas Bush 
  7   Hannah Boles 
11  Nikki Lee 
12  Ron Gard II 
12  Joy Schwartz 
13  Jim Whitlock 
14  Caitlin Lane 
15  David Stene 
17  Aiden Grimes 

 
Our Military, our nation & it’s leaders; persecuted Christians, people locally & 
nationally in need, Victims of Domestic Violence; Darlene Carson, Julia Yost; 
Carolyn Finkenbinder; Russell Lucas; Miriam Woodrow; Cletis Smith (B/
Gene Smith); Ted Murphy; Marjora Odenkirk; Isabelle Kelley (grdtr/Ron & 

Ivamarie Kelley); Rex & Betty Barnett; Gene Coleman (F/David Coleman); Alex Jones 
(Grdsn/Susan Clawson); Shelley Abney (Niece/Kathy Deckard); Bill & Dorothy Wolf (Grpts/
Patricia Perry); Don Wallace; Rev. Jim Watson; Jackie Ginther (Niece/Joy Schwartz); Jim 
Young (S-I-L/Joy & Don Schwartz); Mike VanAere (Nephew/Don Schwartz); Kate Martin 
(Niece/Joy Schwartz); John & Roberta Kealey (S & B-I-L/Ivamarie Kelley); Brewer Family 
(Friends /Judy & Lynn Ryan; Bill Gibson; John Webber (F/Rand Webber); Rita Hicks, Leigh    
Liggett; Fran Kincaid (Aunt/Nancy Edwards); Jubilee Christmas;  
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To the world you are just one 
person, but to one person, you 
may be the world! 
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18   Travis Gregory 
22   Carol Bull 
22   Lois Campbell 
22   Caitlinn Lineback 
26   Bobby Deckard 
28   Chris Arihood 
30   Lerry Holladay      
30   Margery Smith 
31   Alyssa Stegemoller 
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—Schedules— 
 Church Office Hours - 9 am - Noon, M-F 

Worship/Church School Schedule  
8:30 - 9:00 am - Continental Breakfast  
9:00  - Sunday School for all ages                              
  - opening in the Sanctuary 
10:00 am - Fellowship/Continental Breakfast 
10:30 am  - Worship  
 
Dec. Breakfast Host -   The Campbells’ 
 

December Deacons  December Elders  
Matthew Campbell,   Ron Miller,  
                  Captain             Communion Prep. 
Paul Houser    Rob Wagner, 
        Devotions 

Chancel Choir Practice is 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 

p.m. in the church 
Sanctuary  

Come join in the fun and 
fellowship!! 

  Youth Advent/Christmas Celebration 
      Sunday, Dec. 19 at 10:30 am 

    Our theme:  A Simple Christmas Pageant 

   Come and participate in this wonderful program 
presented by the Sunday School Classes.  During  
the month of December, students in Sunday School 
will practice their parts for this beautiful, yet 
simple program.  The congregation will sing with  
the music provided in the program.  The High School 
and Junior High Youth will lead worship that day. 
   We hope that each of you will come and be a part of 
this wonderful program with the youth of our church. 

   Youth Praise Choir 
   There will be practice for  
       Youth Praise Choir on 12-6 and 
        also on 12-16.  They will be  
       singing for the Christmas  

  Program on the 19th of December.   
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2010 Smorgasbord and Bazaar  
GOD IS GOOD (ALL THE TIME)!!! 

   We were blessed with a beautiful day, 
overwhelming support by our congregation, 
and lots of hungry people!  Thanks to all 

who contributed time, food, money, prayer, appetite s (or all 
of the above!).  Together we raised over $1,800.00 for our 
women’s ministries.  So many went way above and bey ond to help 
make this event a success;  THANK YOU AGAIN FOR ALL  YOUR HELP. 

Please remember to pick up your food dishes from the church 
kitchen (check the cabinet underneath, you may find  something 
you have been missing for awhile!)  

    
  Blessings to all,                  

   Phyllis Hill 
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www.daytonpres.org  
—Worship Schedule—  

 

8:30  –  9 am -  Continental              
                   Breakfast 

9 am  -  Sunday School for all           
ages beginning with opening in the 
Sanctuary. 

10 am  -  Continental Breakfast/  
           Fellowship 
10:30 am   -  Worship 
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       ADVENT SCHEDULE 

          CANDLE-LIGHTING  @  10:30 Worship  
        12-05-10   Second Sunday of Advent 
        12-12-10   Third Sunday of Advent 
        12-19-10   Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

          CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 
        12-24-10   7 PM Candlelight Service 
               With Communion 
        12-25-10    Happy Birthday, Jesus 

 
ALL ARE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR THESE JOYFUL 

CELETRATIONS  


