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 SESSION NOTES   
 

  Your Session met on Tues.  
evening August 17, 2010, 
and during the meeting the 
Elders: 
      Heard a report on 
University Church by Rev. 
Dave Horner, Task Force 
Chair 

Reported the wedding of 
Kaitlin Lane & Jeremy 
Kennedy on 8/14/10 

Learned that details for 
Dine With Nine will be 
finalized on 8/29/10 

Heard that the St. Rd. 38 
construction may be 
impacting the Food Pantry 

Congratulated Rick 
Ryan on his call to the 
Elston Church as 
Commissioned Lay Pastor 

Approved a 
recommendation from the 
Mission Study Task Force 
to administer an opinion 
poll to the congregation 
during worship on Sunday, 
September 12. 

      Michael E. Grimes,      
 Clerk of Session 

Published at Memorial Presbyterian Church 
731 Walnut Street -  P.O. Box 70 -  Dayton, Indiana -  47941    (765)296-3199) 

Web: www.daytonpres.org  
Email: pastordaveip@gmail.com,  secretary@daytonpres.org   

Rev. David Comstock, Interim Pastor             Ivamarie Kelley,, Church Secretary            
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Dear Friends: 
    One of my fondest memories of childhood is of the first day of school 
every Fall.  I’m not talking about the first day of a NEW school.  That 
was mostly an experience of terror and anxiety.  I am thinking about the 
experience of returning to a school where I knew the routine, where I was 
known and had a place. 
    The best part of that experience was the feeling of having a “clean 
slate”.  By the end of the previous year I had always missed assignments 
that couldn’t be made up, gotten grades that couldn’t be “averaged 
upward” because there weren’t that many “A’s” in the world.  In addition 
to that I had doodled all over my notebooks, chewed on all my pencils, 
lost the caps from all of my pens, and my desk was a mess.  My clothes, 
while clean and mended were ...well… used up. 
    But the first week of school was different.  Anything was possible.  If I 
got an “A” on the first assignment or test, I had an “A” for the subject.  
My notebooks were fat and clean.  All three ring on my binder worked 
and all of the subject dividers were in place.  All of my pencils were long 
and slender with erasers that still had square corners.  The ballpoint pen 
caps had no teeth marks in them.  They shone.  My desk was clean and 
orderly.  My new slacks had crisp creases down the front and my shirts 
were new and “went with” my pants.  My shoes had no scuffmarks.  The 
school itself smelled clean and the floors shone with new wax. 
    Somewhere in the memory of that experience is a metaphor for 
Christian understanding of “grace”.  It seems to be the nature of human 
life that as we go along we accumulate our failures and drag them along 
with us.  No matter how virtuous, well intentioned, organized, 
compassionate, or responsible we try to be, there are opportunities that 
we fail to grasp, unkindnesses that we fail to suppress, responsibilities 
and self expectations that we fail to live up to.  And somehow, it doesn’t 
matter how much good stuff we accomplish in between.  It still feels like 
we come up short. 
          (Continued on page 4) 
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Who refreshes others will be refreshed.  
 -Proverbs 11:25 

             Kid’s Closet 
   Thank you to all of our August 

Kid’s Closet volunteers!  And a special thanks to 
everyone who donated school supplies; we had a 
HUGE turnout of supplies that were received with 
much gratitude by many families. 

   It’s time to kick off our annual COAT DRIVE!!!  
We are now collecting new/gently used children’s 
coats & outerwear, sizes newborn thru teen.  They 
will be given away on October 23rd.  Judging by 
the turnout last year, we expect a large need this 
year as well.  Please spread the word to family, 
friends, neighbors, etc. 

   We are also accepting donations of  FALL  & 
WINTER clothing at this time, sizes newborn thru 
teen & maternity wear. 

   There are many opportunities to help at Kid’s 
Closet.  If you have any questions or would like to 
volunteer, please call Julie Grimes. 

  

God Bless,  Kid’s Closet Committee 

Important Dates: 
Sun., Sept. 12:  Youth Lunch & Sort 
Mon., Sept. 13: (Tentative)  Sort 
 10 am - Noon    &    6pm - 8 pm 
Sat., Sept. 25:  Distribution & Sort 
          9 am - Noon 

 

 IN  THANKSGIVING  
We are so very thankful that the 
fire in Rob & Betsy’s garage 
did not keep going to their 
house and also their neighbors. 

 

Have you noticed? 
The new window in the 
door of Pastor Dave’s 
office?  It looks great!  We give our thanks to 
John Brand for doing this project.  Also, 
thanks to ALL of the Trustees in keeping our 
church safe, practical, and beautiful. 

          It is not too late to sign up for our ‘Dine with Nine’ groups.  Remember it is  
    with     called “with nine” because we like extras, so if you aren’t a couple, you are 
      most welcome to attend and meet the group. 

         Some are saying that they may not have the time.  Keep in mind, that your 
group will decide - when they get their heads together - where and when the group will go.  So 
everyone should bring their datebooks for their first get together. 

         The Seed Planting Committee is hoping for a tremendous response so that 
this year can be the most attended.  Remember your little group can do whatever you all wish; wiener 
roast, fish fry, pot luck at someone’s home, eating at a restaurant.  The time can be after church, on a 
Friday night, Sunday night, week night or whenever your group decides.  If you have any questions or 
want to sign up, just call Harriett Berry or e-mail her at   Btopknotch@msn.com 

                                     Hope you can join the fund. 
      The Seed Planting Committee 
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During the summer, the Mission Study Task Force (MSTF) was created by the Session.  The purpose of MSTF is 
to review the history, current status and the future vision of the membership discerned in a prayerful process to de-
fine the “story” that Memorial Presbyterian Church tells about itself. The effort will help to establish the character-
istics and the vision to guide the new pastor to lead our church in fulfilling its destiny and aid the Pastor Nominat-
ing Committee to fulfill its mission. 
Our task is to collect information about our congregation and community to assist us in writing “our story.”  To ac-
complish this, we are in need of data from the congregation to best understand its spiritual, educational and fellow-
ship needs.   

Here’s how YOU can help: 
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Our committee hopes that you will prayerfully consider this request.  We look forward to seeing you on Sunday, 
Sept. 12. 

 

 

“Staying the Word Together” 

Join Christians throughout North America as they read together each Sunday the scriptures for the week. Known as 
the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL), the collections of readings is organized so that after a three year cycle, 
readers will have read through the majority of the Bible. Here in our church, our Sunday school curriculum follows 
the RCL. 

 

As a church and denomination, pastors use these for guidance for the preparation for worship and in Christina edu-
cation.  We are providing them to the congregation as a means of “Staying the Word Together”. 

¨ Sept. 5th:  Jeremiah 4:11 & 12, 22-28; Psalm 14; 1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-20   

¨ Sept. 12th:  Jeremiah 18: 1-11; Psalm 139:1-6 & 13-18; Philemon 1-21; Luke 14:25-33 

¨ Sept. 19th:  Jeremiah 8:18-9:1; Psalm 79: 1-9; 1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13 

¨ Sept. 26: 32:1-3a, 6-16; Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16; 1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16: 10-31 
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More Congratulations 4-H-ers!!! 
 

Mark DeGolyer:  Duroc Barrow, 2nd &  
Reserve Champion Duroc Crossbred Barrow: 
1st;  Div. 2 Crossbred Champion;  Reserve 
Grand Champion Crossbred Barrow: 1st York 
Gilt: 2nd Crossbred Gilt: 2nd Reserve 
Champion Senior Showman.   
Hannah Boles:  Blue Ribbon, Photography 
Clara Boles:  Blue Ribbon, Photography 

On August 7th, Jeff & Jessica Bush 
became the parents of Lucas Scott 
Bush, 21” long and 8# 4 oz.  He 
joins his brother, Nicholas.  The 
proud grandparents are Cathy & 

Steve Hancook.     Congratulations to all.��������

Dear Memorial Scholarship Committee 
             And Church Family: 
       Thank you very much for my selection 
as scholarship recipient.  I greatly appreciate 
the support of my church family while I am 
away at college.  This scholarship will be 
very helpful as I begin my Junior year at 
Manchester College. 
        Thanks again.  God 
bless.                      
 Matt Degolyer 
 

 
Dear Church Family:   
     I want to thank 
everyone for their prayers and cards when I 
fell out of the tree and broke my arm this 
summer. 
  With Love, 
   Eli 

       
 

 (Continued from page 1….Dave’s Deliberations) 

    Into that downward spiraling human equation, 
steps Christ who simply and gently says, “Let me 
take your less than spotless record and replace it 
with my unblemished one.  Yes, you have made 
mistakes in the past, but I am more interested in 
what you can become in me than I am in 
remembering your faults and misdeeds. 
    As you send your kids or grandkids or great-
grandkids off this month for their “fresh start” in 
school, take time to reflect on the fresh start that 
Christ offers us each morning of our lives as we 
struggle to wrap our lives in His.  Have a great 
Fall !    Dave 

         DPW NEWS Church World  Serv., 
        thru the Indiana-Kentucky Regional    

        School Kit Program, is collecting    
        school Supplies to assemble 3,000    
        School Kits for distribution where 
needed.   The DPW plans to collect 8 x 10 Spiral 
Note Books and Boxes of 24 Crayons (24 only), 
pencils, pens, etc.  

These are not due till May but this is being 
announced now because of the present good buys 
on school supplies. 

There will be a labeled basket in the parlor, for 
items anyone may care to donate. 

              Thank You.                                    
 

     CONGRATULATIONS !! 
We had 2 beautiful women this 
month celebrating their 90th 
birthdays!  Our best wishes and 
prayers are for Lola Dixon (on the 
19th) and Miriam Woodrow (on 

the 22nd).  God’s best blessings for you both. 
(Anyone else that knows of a special day, 

please let me know so I can ‘note’ it in the 
newsletter.) 

  

 Thank you for everything 
you’ve done, including the 
graduation gifts.  The church 
family will continue to be a 
great support in my life as I continue on to 
college.  I plan to go to Purdue.  Boiler up! 
 Love, 

         Emily Spray 
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The Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study 
will resume�September 8th.  
We will continue to meet at 
noon.  So, bring a sack lunch 
and join us.  We will begin 
studying the parable of the 
Good Samaritan.  (John 
10:1ff)���

�
��We Need Your Help 
On the 12th of September the 
whole congregation will be 
taking  part in a survey about 

the life of our congregation.  Anyone who 
anticipates not being able to be here on 
the 12th, please call Ivamarie so she may 
send you a survey.  These will be mailed 
in on the 15th so she must received them 
by the 14th.  Please let her 
know as soon as possible.   
 Thanks. 
  Pastor Dave 

      DPW   Meeting 
    The next meeting of the 
Dayton Presbyterian Women 
will be September 8th at 7pm in 
the church parlor.  This is our 

first meeting after the summer break, so we will 
have a lot to talk about.  We also will be 
continuing our Bible study on the 23rd Psalm 
and the power of prayer.  Please plan to attend to 
experience the fellowship and learn more about 
the mission work of our church and the mission 
work of the women of Presbyterian Church 
USA.   Hope to can make be there. 
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      September Hosts: 
 

             Coleman Family 
 

September  Deacons   September  Elders 
Julie Rosa, Capt.         David Grimes,   
   Comm. Preparation         Comm. Preparation 
Muriel Grimes.                 Ron Kelley,   
     Devotions 
 

    September 19th will be the 
return of the Sunday School Class 
study of Genesis at Chapter 21 
verse 22.  All are invited to join the study of 
the first book of God’s Word.                      

       New Directories 
If you didn’t get a new directory,  
and would like one, stop by the office..  
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Steve Edwards.  Leaders were Muriel Grimes & Nancy Edwards. 
    The theme that year was “Through the Waters”.  This event was a life changing event for all of 
us.  At the close of the week, our group met at Ben & Jerry’s to share our collective thoughts 
about the week.  One Scripture that meant so much to us was from 1 John 3:18: “Dear children, 
let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” 
    Out of that Triennium experience came a desire to reach out to those in need in our community.  
The youth were so appreciative of the support of this congregation and of the many blessings they 
had received that they wanted to give back.  So, we came home and looked for a way to serve.  
This is how our local Food Pantry was begun.  The youth group ran this for several years.  Then 
the DPW ran it awhile and for some time now it has been one of the outreaches of the mission 
committee of this church.       
  Praise be to God! Submitted by:    Nancy Edwards & Muriel Grimes     

SIGN  UP  NOW  
Have you ever thought about your  
singing voice?  Now is the time to 

join our excellent choir & make it even better! 
WANTED:  Choir members - whereabouts
 unknown 
LAST SEEN:  Hiding out in the congregation 
DESCRIPTION:  Male & female, young & 
old,  musical & cheerful, may be armed and 
 desperate for a robe 
REWARD:  “Give and you shall receive” 
SURRENDER TO:  Your friendly choir               
           director, known as Peggy Fields 
SINGING VOICE:  Optional 
First practice will be September 9th @ 7 pm. 

                MEMORIAL           
    PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH 

      The youth group has BIG plans 
this fall… we have a lot going on so mark your 
calendars, roll up your sleeves, and get ready to 
have some FUN!  Sun., Sept. 12th we will stay 
after church, have lunch and help the Kid’s Closet 
sort clothes!  We will do this instead of having 
evening praise service that night!  So, if you are 
available please plan to stay after church and help 
out our Kid’s Closet!   Sun., Sept.19th, Hunger 
Hike!  We will gather donations before and after 
worship… remember each hiker needs $50.00 to 
get a t-shirt so start collecting now!  We will have 
lunch after church (bring money) and we will go 
to Riehle Plaza and walk for a worthy cause.  
Parents pick up your kids at 3 pm in front of the 
train station.  All donations stay right here in 
Dayton to support our church food pantry so give 
until it hurts!   Sun., Sept. 26th Evening Praise 
Worship.  Sun., Oct. 10th  Evening Praise 
Worship.  Sun., Oct. 24th CORN MAZE!  We 
want to invite not only the youth but the entire 
church family to join us at the corn maze.  We will 
meet at the corn maze at 5 pm and stay until 7 pm 
and we will have this instead of evening Praise.  
Also remember Smorgasbord is Nov. 6th  and we 
need volunteers to work in the dining room.  Also, 
don’t forget Christmas Jubilee.  We will need 
shoppers and gift wrappers!  Thank again for all 
your hard work and prayers!   

   Hillary 

        FOOD PANTRY START   My apologies.  
Last    month’s article was inaccurate.     

   In 1991 a man from Arkansas came to 
serve our church as pastor (Rev. Stanley 
Bomgarden).  He brought to us news of a 
youth program that happens at Purdue Univ. 
every 3 years and encouraged us to participate.  
That program was the Presbyterian Youth 
Triennium! 

    Therefore, in 1992 youth & leaders from 
our church attended our first Triennium.  
Participants were: Julie Grimes, Jennifer 
Clawson, Bridgett Grimes, Matthew Hicks & 
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Our Church Family  

1 Lewis Beeler 
      Eric Shaw 
2 Mary M. Sugar 
3 Esther Miller 
4 Kyle Biery 
5 Bill Edwards 
      Troy Senasec 
6 Adam Gibson 
      Carol Lane 
7 Kameron Little 
8 Tim Fitzgerald 
9 Molly Daniels 
      Alice Edwards 
13 Matthew Campbell 
15 Carole Kemmer 
      Tammy Webber 

 IN OUR PRAYERS:  Our Military, Our nation, &  its leaders …Persecuted Christians 
everywhere…. All people in Haiti & Chile, Flooding victims in  Pakistan & China; All those 
affected by the Oil Spill in the Gulf & also the continuing clean-up process; All people 
looking for jobs; Judy Swope, Karen Grave (Gr-niece of Lola Dixon), Denny Michael, 
McKenzie O’Brien (frnd of Boles family), Jackie Ginther (frnd of Don/Joy Schwartz’), 
Bionka Cooper, Julia Yost, Darlene Carson, Carolyn Finkenbinder, Russell Lucas, Miriam 

Woodrow, Cletis Smith (B of Gene Smith), Ted Murphy, Seth Mullen (frnd of Bailey Rosa), Mark 
Hamilton & family, Melissa Owens, Tracy Hanephin (Aunt/ Rachel Smith), Majora Odenkirk, Isabelle 
Kelley (grdtr of Ron/Ivamarie Kelley), Lauren Ahlesmyer (frnd of Rosa’s),  Elinor (Cox) DeCamp, Bill 
Gibson, Karlene White (S-I-L of David/Carol Lindemer), Kennedy Lynn Alkire, Rex & Betty Barnett, 
Gene Coleman (F of David Coleman), Sandra Smith (S of Cathy Hancook), Art Lenig (Uncle of 
Tammy Webber),   Don Thompson (B of Cathy Bowlin), Larry Hyser (frnd of Mike/Jon Grimes), 
Maddie Brewer (frnd of Judy Ryan),  Dave Kniola (frnd of Dennis & Carol Lane), Alex Jones (Grdson 
of Susan Clawson), Shelley Abney (Niece of Kathy Deckard),  Ben Huston, Bill & Dorothy Wolf 
(Grpts of Patricia Perry),  Rita Hicks,  Max Biery, Chris Harmon; Cindy DeGolyer, Karen Sabel (frnd 
of Ron Miller);  Bobby Williams (F of Susie Bretz), Lucille Pearson (M of Ron Berry), Caroline & 
Greg Grace (Colleagues of Susan Clawson);  Judy Loeffler  (Betsy Wagner’s Mom), Rick & Kathy 
Walden Family (Julie Rosa’s family), June Hornbeck (Pastor Dave’s M-I-L), Bob & Grace Dell (John 
Downham’s Sister & B-I-L),  Muriel Grimes’ Aunt Nina, Mason Mellady & Family; Students going  to 
school, Lola Dixon, Cindy Cannestuo & family (Sister of Joe Pease); Lynae Menet & all who have MS 
(friend of Susan Clawson); Mary Kay Cain (Sister of Carol Bull); Pat & Rich Kellems (family of 

16 John Brand 
      Jennifer Tilley 
17  Tracey Harris 
      Cheryl Richard 
21 Max Biery 
      Matthew Hicks 
25 Julie Yost 
26  Taylor Fogarty 
27 Adam Franklin 
28 Sharon Wills 
29 Jean Downham 
      Don Swartz 
30  Heather Stene 
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  4  Hillary & Scott Basden 
  6  Jennifer & Jim Murray 
  9  Ivamarie & Ron Kelley 
10 Marsha & Max Biery 
17 Betsy & Rob Wagner 
19 Kim & Kelly Little 

22 Mary & Paul Houser 
24 Helen & James Jackson 
27 Jane & Dave Coleman 
     Tammy & Randy Webber 
30  Jennifer & Bill Hoffman 
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    Worship Schedule 
           Schedule 
    Continental Breakfast    ___________________________________ 
      Fellowship 8:30am 
 Sunday School for all ages 9:00am 
     Continental Breakfast 
        Fellowship 10:00am 

     Worship 10:30 am���
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